
In 1911 the Deuchar family lived in a 16 room house at Loansdean, Morpeth. The head was 47 year old Farquhar Deuchar. The census document is unclear but appears to show his occupation as “dresser”. However it is more likely that he was a “brewer” since this was how the family made its wealth. The document seems to indicate that his birth place was West Boldon. His wife was 48 year old Sarah Ann Deuchar (nee Marshall), born in Choppington, and in the 16 years of their marriage had produced seven children of whom six still survived. The oldest still living with them was Robert Deuchar who was born in Walton on 3rd September, 1896 and was 14 and a student at the time of the census. Three of his siblings were living there. They were: Stella Louisa Farquhar Deuchar who was 10; Robert’s brother was 8 year old Farquhar Laing Deuchar and there was a 6 year old daughter. All of the younger siblings were born in Morpeth and were still at school. There were several others living in the household at the time: Beatrice Laura Marshall was Farquhar Deuchar’s 27 year old step daughter; 20 (or 26) year old Gertrude Monica Louise Arthur was described as the sister-in-law of the head, and there were five servants. The first of these was 30 year old Norwegian Julia Thogstadt(?) who was the domestic laundry maid; 24 year old Isabella Young was a “washing” (?) maid while 26 year old Edith Richardson was the cook. There were two kitchen maids: 20 year old Frances May Grey and 17 year old Jane Elizabeth Richardson. (Could she be the sister of the cook?). With exception of the Norwegian all the domestic servants were Newcastle born.<br />

Because the house in which they all lived was large and because of the number of domestic staff the family employed we can assume they were well-to-do. Robert was still at school when most of his peers were working for a living and so it is possible that his education was being paid for by his family. A public school education would also have led to an immediate commission upon joining the army – he wouldn’t have to have worked his way through the ranks. <br />

But where is the 16 roomed house where they lived? The present Loansdean estate, while for long being an “up market” area of Morpeth, was not built until well after the First World War, probably in the 1930s. Using the 1911 census to help us we find that in one direction the nearest dwellings were Loansdean Cottages, which were two and three roomed houses. In the other direction was an 11 roomed house occupied by George Barron Grey, his wife and family, two servants and four “sick nurses”. Grey was an employer and a draper and house furnisher. (The business existed on Newgate Street for many years until at least the 1970s). The address was given as Merley Croft. (For many years up to January 2017 this has been a care home). Was the residence of the Deuchars near Merley Croft, on the east side of the A1(as it was)? Or was it on the west side as were Loansdean Cottages?

Some of the history of the Deuchar family.
Robert Deuchar senior bought Pattison’s Duddingston Brewery near Edinburgh in 1899 and a year later Simpson and McPherson Ltd. He died in 1904 and his son, Farquhar Deuchar took over. At some time Farquhar Deuchar and family occupied Shortridge Hall, just outside Warkworth. It is on the War Memorial at St. Lawrence’s Church, Warkworth where 2nd Lieut Robert Deuchar, 2/2nd Battalion Scottish Horse is commemorated.
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Robert, with his three younger brothers, arrived in Newcastle from Forfarshire in the 1860s and from small beginnings as an innkeeper in Newgate Street (the Chancellor’s Head) prospered to such an extent that by 1900 he owned 40 licensed houses on Tyneside, a brewery at Duddingston (Edinburgh) employing about 300 people, and the Sandyford Stone Brewery on Sandyford Road.
The Sandyford Stone Brewery probably dates from the mid 18th century and was built of local stone from a quarry alongside Sandyford burn close to Lambert’s Leap. It was largely rebuilt around 1840. Several years after buying the brewery in 1892 Robert converted it into a bottling store, offices and a bonded warehouse. A stone door lintel reading ‘Office 1904 Robert Deuchar Ltd’ can be seen above a Sandyford Road entrance. For the last ten years of his life he lived at Shortridge Hall close to High Buston, near Warkworth, and after his death the business was continued by his eldest son, Farquhar and descendents, until bought by Newcastle Breweries in 1953.
Robert, no stranger to property speculation, bought South Jesmond House and its grounds (once the house of William Armstrong, father of Lord Armstrong) about 1902. He had the house demolished and the area laid out as building sites for terraced housing. The eventual streets were given names with family connections: Farquhar Street, Shortridge Terrace, Buston Terrace and, of course, Deuchar Street.

